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"The intent of ('Adwa) is the transmission of disease from person to person, or from 
animal to animal, or from place to place. 

And illnesses transmit from place to place, and transmit from the sick to the healthy, 
and transmit from the sick camel to the healthy, this is something present and 
occurs. 

And the Messenger did not negate this, rather he was negating the 'Adwa 
(contagion) that the people in Jahiliyyah used to believe in, which was that disease 
transmits and spreads without the decree of Allah. 

So 'Adwa (contagion) is the spread and transmission of disease from place to place 
by way of the healthy one being in proximity of the sick one, and the One who 
decrees that to occur is Allah, because sometimes a healthy one may be in proximity 
of the sick one yet remain uninfected, and sometimes though he may come close 
and get infected; and the cause(?) - that this returns to Allah , if Allah wills the 
disease will transmit , and if He wills it will not transmit. 

Hence, just the fact of someone being in proximity to a sick person or approaching 
and entering a land with an epidemic in it, is a cause - as for the effect that occurs 
from that cause then that is in the Hand of Allah, someone may enter a land of 
epidemic and not be infected, and a sick one may be brought in proximity of a 
healthy one and he is not infected, a sick one may sleep next to a healthy one and 
(the healthy one) not be infected, and maybe he might end up infected...so what is 
the distinction between the two states? That it returns back to the will of Allah. 

As for in Jahiliyyah they did not differentiate, rather they believed that anyone who 
approached a sick one and was in proximity to him that he will absolutely be 
infected, and they would not attribute that to the decree of Allah, and they would 
not trust in Allah, instead they exaggerated in their pessimism and superstition in 
omens, and transmission of disease in of itself, and would do things that are 
laughable. 



So his statement ^JLo^ <uk <l)I Jl^ ( "There is no 'Adwa (contagion)", i.e. upon the 
basis of what the people of Jdhiliyyah believed (that disease transmits in of itself), 
as for contagion occurring by the permission of Allah then that is something 
that occurs, and that is why the Prophet fJLog <uh. 4)1 t prohibited from mixin g 
with the leper , and prohibited from a p proachin g and enterin g a land where an 
e pidemic exists , and prohibited the one who is already in a land where epidemic has 
s pread to exit from it , and the one outside to enter it, because these are from the 
means of transmission and spread of disease, and so abstaining from these 
affairs is from taking the means to protection, but engaging in them is from 
casting oneself into destruction, and Allah has forbidden that, except for the one 
who has strength of emdn and trust in Allah; such a person may approach an 
epidemic and mix with the ill but not be infected, because he has fully placed his 
trust in Allah, however, this does not occur except for those of great strength in 
emdn, as for the people with weak emdn then they stay away from these places (of 
epidemic etc) so that they are not infected and then end up with bad thoughts 
(along the lines that the disease spread due to it in of itself being contagious). 

And approaching places of danger is from casting oneself into destruction, and 
Allah the Most High says, "and do not throw yourselves into destruction" (Surah al- 
Baqarah:195), except if there was some overriding benefit in approaching these 
affairs then he can, as for if there is no overriding benefit then taking the means to 
safety and protection is better, and if there was an overriding benefit in approaching 
those places then it's better, upon the circumstances." 
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